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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 146, 

I was unavoidably detained by official busi-
ness in my district. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 

I was unavoidably detained due to 
delays in air traffic control. I missed 
rollcall votes 145 and 146. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1906, AGRICULTURE, RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
BILL, 2000 
Mr. LINDER, from the Committee on 

Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 106–159) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 185) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 1906) making appropria-
tions for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2000, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1259, SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
MEDICARE SAFE DEPOSIT BOX 
ACT OF 1999 
Mr. LINDER, from the Committee on 

Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 106–160) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 186) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 1259) to amend the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 to protect 
Social Security surpluses through 
strengthened budgetary enforcement 
mechanisms, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1083 

Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. CRANE) be removed as a 
cosponsor of H.R. 1083. He was inad-
vertently added last week. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PETRI). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Wash-
ington? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.J. RES. 33 
Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that my 
name be withdrawn as a cosponsor of 
House Joint Resolution 33. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 24, 1999. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, 
U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received for the White House on 
May 24, 1999 at 4:30 p.m. and said to contain 
a message for the President whereby he sub-
mits certifications in accordance with the 
resolution of advice and consent to ratifica-
tion of the Amended Mines Protocol of the 
Convention on Conventional Weapons. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

JEFF TRANDAHL. 

f 

CERTIFICATIONS REGARDING 
AMENDED MINES PROTOCOL OF 
CONVENTION ON CONVENTIONAL 
WEAPONS—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with the resolution of 

advice and consent to ratification of 
the Amended Protocol on Prohibitions 
or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, 
Booby-Traps and Other Devices, to-
gether with its Technical Annex, 
adopted by the Senate of the United 
States on May 20, 1999, I hereby certify 
that: 

In connection with Condition (1)(B), 
Pursuit Deterrent Munition, the Pur-
suit Deterrent Munition shall continue 
to remain available for use by the 
United States Armed Forces at least 
until January 1, 2003, unless an effec-
tive alternative to the munition be-
comes available. 

In connection with Condition (6), 
Land Mine Alternatives, in pursuing 
alternatives to United States anti-per-
sonnel mines or mixed anti-tank sys-
tems, I will not limit the types of al-
ternatives to be considered on the basis 
of any criteria other than those speci-
fied in the sentence that follows. In 
pursuit of alternatives to United 
States anti-personnel mines, or mixed 
anti-tank systems, the United States 
shall seek to identify, adapt, modify, or 
otherwise develop only those tech-
nologies that (i) are intended to pro-

vide military effectiveness equivalent 
to that provided by the relevant anti- 
personnel mine, or mixed anti-tank 
system; and (ii) would be affordable. 

In connection with Condition (7), Cer-
tification with Regard to International 
Tribunals, with respect to the Amend-
ed Mines Protocol, the Convention on 
Conventional Weapons, or any future 
protocol or amendment thereto, the 
United States shall not recognize the 
jurisdiction of any international tri-
bunal over the United States or any of 
its citizens. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 24, 1999. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

URGENCY REQUIRED IN DEALING 
WITH GUN SAFETY LEGISLATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, the purpose of my re-
marks is to try and gain support within 
the Republican leadership to move and 
to move in an urgent fashion with re-
spect to the gun safety provisions that 
have passed the Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, this country has been 
shocked over the past 2 years as we 
have witnessed the shootings in 
Springfield, Oregon; Fayetteville, Ten-
nessee; Edinboro, Pennsylvania; 
Jonesboro, Kansas; West Paducah, Ken-
tucky; Pearl, Mississippi; and in Little-
ton, Colorado, as we have seen children 
take up arms against their school-
mates, against their friends, in school. 

And while we will be discussing these 
matters at great length for a long pe-
riod of time in the Congress as the Na-
tion and the Congress come to grips 
with what we might do to try and pre-
vent these actions in the future, one 
thing seems to be very clear among the 
people in this country, and I would 
hope among the people in the Congress 
and certainly among the Republican 
leadership, and that is that keeping 
guns out of the hands of kids will help 
to ensure that the feelings of anger and 
hostility do not lead to fatal shooting 
sprees. 

We clearly need to listen to children 
and parents and make sure that school 
counseling and mental health resources 
are sufficient, and we must understand 
that the causes of youth violence are 
complicated and that the solutions 
must be broad-based, and we must 
strive to understand what brings chil-
dren to this point where they would 
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